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SUB J : US-CAE RELATIONS - FAREWELL CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER 

REF: BANGUI 1257 

1 . IN MY FAREWELL CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER GBEZERA-BRIA JUNE 7, 

I EXPRESSED MY PERSONAL GRATITUDE FOR THE CLOSE WORKING RELATION 
SHIP WHICH WE HAD MAINTAINED REGARDLESS OF THE PARTICULAR STATE 
OF OUR RELATIONS. I THEN WENT BRIEFLY OVER THE POINTS I HAD 
MADE TO THE PRIME MINISTER (REFTEL), CONCLUDING BY SAYING THAT 
MUCH REMAINED TO BE DONE TO DISPEL A CERTAIN RETICENCE IN 
WASHINGTON WITH REGARD TO THE CAE AND THEREBY CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE 
IN WHICH OUR RELATIONS COULD FURTHER IMPROVE. 

2. THE FOREIGN MINISTER REPLIED WITH WHAT AMOUNTED TO AN APPEAL 
TO THE UNITED STATES TO COME TO THE AID OF MODERATE AFRICAN 
STATES THREATENED BY A CERTAIN "UNSCRUPULOUS" POWER WHICH ALREADY 
HAD A STRONG POSITION IN WEST AFRICA AND IN THE HORN OF AFRICA 

AND WAS IN THE PROCESS OF FOMENTING TROUBLE IN CENTRAL AFRICA, 

I.E. IN ZAIRE. IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS, HE THOUGHT THAT 
FRANKNESS WAS IMPORTANT AND SAID THAT THE CAE WOULD NOT HESITATE 
TO COMPLAIN IF NEED BE. HOWEVER, THE PAST WAS PAST, AND OUR 
RELATIONS HAD IMPROVED AFTER THE INCIDENTS OF LAST YEAR. 

INDEED, IN SPITE OF THESE INCIDENTS, THE US HAD REMAINED ONE OF 
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THE CAE'S MOST PRIVILEGED FRIENDS. HE SAW A CONTINUED IMPROVE- 
MENT, PROVIDED OF COURSE THERE WERE NO MORE INCIDENTS. HE 
NOTED THAT I HAD PROPOSED MORE CONTACT BETWEEN CENTRAL AFRICANS 
AND AMERICANS AS ONE WAY TO ELIMINATE MISUNDERSTANDINGS. HE 
AGREED, BUT ADDED THAT THIS WOULD TAKE TIME, AND MIGHT BE 
BETTER LEFT FOR A FEW YEARS. 
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3. COMMENT: MOST OF WHAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER SAID WAS A REPLAY 
OF WHAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAS SAID TO ME OVER THE PAST FEW 
DAYS. HOWEVER, HIS FINAL COMMENT INDICATES THAT MY NOTE OF 
CAUTION IS BEGINNING TO GET THROUGH AND THAT AT HIS LEVEL AT 
LEAST THERE IS AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN 
ATTEMPTS TO PUSH HIGH LEVEL VISITS TOO SOON. 

QUAINTON 
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